
GAZA: A Palestinian man was killed during clashes with
Israeli soldiers near the border area between the Gaza Strip
and Israel, authorities said. The Hamas-run Palestinian
Health Ministry said in a statement that Ahmad Salleh, 26,
was shot dead by Israeli soldiers on Thursday night,

reports Xinhua news agency. The Ministry said that 15
Palestinians, including five children, were injured by Israeli
soldiers, adding that five of them were shot by live
ammunition and 10 others suffered suffocation after
inhaling tear gas.
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QUICK BYTES
60 migrants stuck on Belarus' borders 
Minsk (Belarus): Some 60 migrants, mainly from Iraq and
Afghanistan, are stuck on Belarus' borders with Poland and Latvia,
Deputy Chairman of Belarusian Border Committee Roman Podlinev
told Sputnik. "Currently, we know of four groups of refugees at
the border -- two at the border with Latvia, two at the border
with Poland. The total number of migrants in these groups is
about 60 people, mostly citizens of Iraq and Afghanistan,"
Podlinev said. 

Nicaragua presidential aspirant to face trial
MANAGUA: One-time Nicaragua presidential aspirant Cristiana
Chamorro and one of her brothers were among five people
formally charged with money laundering on Thursday, prosecutors
announced. In a statement, prosecutors said Chamorro, Pedro
Joaquín Chamorro and three former employees of the Violeta
Barrios de Chamorro Foundation will be tried for money
laundering and other alleged crimes. Cristiana Chamorro has been
under house arrest since June 2.

KATHMANDU: At least six
people lost their lives while two
are still missing in Western Nepal
after a landslide triggered by
heavy rainfall swept away
houses early on Friday morning
in Parbat district, local Police
confirmed. Nepal has been
recording a high number of
casualties attributed to flooding
and landslide disasters during
the monsoon season annually.
The monsoon rain pattern has
again been activated in the
Himalayan Nation.

Landslide claims 6
lives in Nepal 

LAGOS (NIGERIA): Nigerian police
said Thursday that they have rescued
five of the 73 abducted students of a
school in the country's northwestern
state of Zamfara.The students were
kidnapped by unidentified gunmen
from their school in Kaya village  on
Wednesday. A police spokesman said
the search and rescue mission is
yielding positive results as five
abducted female students were
rescued on Thursday.

5 abducted students
rescued in Nigeria 

RIYADH: The first group of
female Saudi Arabian soldiers
graduated from the Armed
Forces Womens Cadre Training
Centre, after completing 14
weeks of basic training that
began on May 30. According to
an Arab News report on
Thursday, the results of
graduates, as well as the
names of the most outstanding
students and those who had
been rewarded with prizes,
were announced at a recently-
held ceremony.

S Arabia's female
soldiers graduate

DAMASCUS: A fresh Israeli missile
strike targeted sites in Damascus on
Friday, state news agency SANA said.
The Syrian air defenses intercepted
missiles over the southwestern
countryside of Damascus as the
sound of the interception was clearly
heard in the capital, reports Xinhua.
The Israeli strike was carried out
from inside the Lebanese airspace,
SANA reported, citing a military
source. 

Israeli missile strike
targets Damascus

BRUSSELS: In a debate on
Afghanistan, Foreign
Ministers of  the European
Union (EU) discussed how to
engage with the Taliban, in
particular humanitarian aid
and a possible tide of  Afghan
refugees.

"The purpose of  the meet-
ing is to try to reach an agree-
ment on coordinated engage-
ment with the Taliban on the
basis of  certain conditions,
and on the possibilities of  co-
operation with regional play-
ers," the bloc's foreign policy
chief  Josep Borrell told jour-
nalists before the start of  the
informal meeting in Slovenia
on Thursday. This does not
mean recognition, Borrell
stressed. "This requires coop-
eration with the Taliban."

It is important for Germany
to set certain conditions, such
as the formation of  an inclu-
sive government, the protec-
tion of  human rights and
women's rights, and that
Afghanistan does not again
become a haven for terrorists,
said German Foreign Minis-
ter Heiko Maas during the
meeting. Luxembourg's For-

eign Minister Jean Asselborn
stressed that the Taliban
must be aware that without
international assistance, the
country will collapse.

"Europe cannot be a positive
Europe if it limits the num-
ber of  refugees," he said.

The need to allow Afghans

at risk to come to Europe was
underlined by several other
EU Foreign Ministers.

However, Hungarian For-
eign Minister Peter Szijjarto
disagreed, saying that
Afghans should not be en-
couraged to leave the country
without restrictions.

EU FMs discuss coordinated
engagement with Taliban

NEW YORK: A stunned US East
Coast faced a rising death toll,
surging rivers and tornado
damage Thursday after the
remnants of  Hurricane Ida
walloped the region with
record-breaking rain,
drowning more than 40 people
in their homes and cars.

In a region that had been
warned about potentially
deadly flash flooding but had-
n't braced for such a blow from
the no-longer-hurricane, the
storm killed at least 46 people
from Maryland to Connecti-
cut on Wednesday night and
Thursday morning.

At least 23 people died in
New Jersey, Democratic Gov.
Phil Murphy said. At least 13
people were killed in New
York City, police said, 11 of
them in flooded basement
apartments, which often serve
as relatively affordable homes
in one of  the nation's most ex-
pensive housing markets. Sub-
urban Westchester County re-
ported three deaths.

Officials said at least five

people died in Pennsylvania,
including one killed by a
falling tree and another who
drowned in his car after help-
ing his wife to escape. A Con-

necticut state police sergeant,
Brian Mohl, perished after his
cruiser was swept away. An-
other death was reported in
Maryland.

More than 45 dead after Ida’s
remnants blindside Northeast 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
closed its Chaman border with
Afghanistan citing security
concerns.

"We want peace and stability
in Afghanistan. We have put
up a fence on the border," the
Pakistan Interior Minister
Sheikh Rashid said, as quoted
by The Express Tribune.

Rashid added that "due to
some concerns" the border at
Chaman was being closed tem-
porarily. "However, we will not
allow chaos to spread. There
are no Americans left in Pak-
istan. Those who came have
left", he said. Pedestrian traffic
through Pakistan's south-west-
ern Chaman border crossing
has swiftly increased after the
Taliban's hostile takeover of
Afghanistan over the last few
weeks.

"About 18,000 people are now
crossing the border on a daily
basis," Hameed Ullah, the head
of  the Coronavirus Health
team at the Chaman Border
told CNN last month. Pakistan
believes that the incoming
"government" in Afghanistan
would take "effective" meas-
ures against the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan.

Pak closes Chaman Border
with Af over security woes

WELLINGTON: New Zealand
has just experienced its
warmest winter on record,
well exceeding the previous
record which was set just
last year, new data revealed
on Friday.

Data from the National In-
stitute of  Water and Atmos-
pheric Research's (NIWA)
seven-station temperature
series showed that this win-
ter (June to August) was 1.32
degrees Celsius degrees

above average last winter it
was 1.14 degrees Celsius
above average, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

NZ experiences warmest
winter on record

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka has
commended the UK's move
to maintain the proscription
of  the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as a
terrorist organisation.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the Foreign Ministry in
Colombo said that that the
government has been made
aware that the UK Home Sec-
retary has decided to main-
tain the proscription of  the
LTTE under the UK Terror-
ism Act No. 7 of  2000 follow-

ing the judgement of  the
Proscribed Organisations
Appeals Commission
(POAC).

The Commission has re-
jected the application of  a
LTTE front organisation to
de-proscribe the group in the
UK.

"The LTTE, therefore, re-
mains a proscribed organi-
sation in the UK, as in over
30 other countries world-
wide, including in the EU re-
gion," the Ministry noted.

SL commends UK's decision
to proscribe LTTE

WARSAW: Polish Prime
Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki said Friday
that nobody has the right
to lecture his country on
democracy, after the
European Union said talks
were still ongoing over the
payment of  billions of
euros to bloc member
Poland due to rule of  law
issues. "Nobody will teach
us what democracy and
rule of  law are because
Poland has a very long and
noble history of  fighting
against all kinds of
totalitarianism and
despots," Morawiecki said
on Facebook.

"We fought for the rule of
law and democracy during
the terrible years of  com-
munism, but we have a
much longer longer tradi-
tion of  democracy and we
do not want to be instruct-
ed by anyone in Western
Europe about what democ-
racy is, what the rule of
law is, because we know
better," the prime minister
added. EU Commissioner
for Economy Paolo Gen-
tiloni said the Polish gov-
ernment's challenge to the
primacy of  EU law in the
27-member bloc was one is-
sue under discussion
ahead of  the release of  bil-
lions of  euros in pandemic
recovery funds to Poland.

Polish PM to EU:
Don't lecture us
on democracy 

WARSAW: Prosecutors and
police in central Poland are
investigating the mushroom
poisoning of  an Afghan
family evacuated from Kabul
last month, including a 5-
year-old boy who died after
the family made soup from
death cap mushrooms they
found in a Polish forest.

The boy's 6-year-old brother
has undergone liver trans-
plants, but doctors at
Poland's main children's hos-
pital said Friday that his sur-
vival prospects were very
small. A 17-year-old sister
was treated and reported to
be in good condition.

The family of  two adults
and four children allegedly
cooked soup with the highly
poisonous mushrooms they
found in the forest around a
center where they were un-
dergoing a mandatory quar-
antine. They entered the cen-
ter in Podkowa Lesna, a town
near Warsaw, on Aug. 23.

Prosecutors are question-
ing the center's staff  as part
of  a criminal investigation
that could lead to possible
criminal charges for inadver-
tently exposing people to a se-
rious threat of  loss of  health
or life, Aleksandra Skrzy-
niarz, a spokesperson for the
prosecutors' office in War-
saw, said. 

Poland probes
mushroom 

poisoning of
Afghan evacuees 

New Zealand police gun down
'terrorist' as he stabs 6 people 
PM Jacinda says this is a terror attack and the man was a Sri Lankan national 

AGENCIES
Wellington

New Zealand authorities
were so worried about an Is-
lamic extremist they were
following him around-the-
clock and were able to shoot
and kill him within 60 sec-
onds of  him unleashing a
frenzied knife attack that
wounded six people Friday at
an Auckland supermarket.

Three of  the shoppers were
taken to Auckland hospitals
in critical condition, police
said. Another was in serious
condition, while two more
were in moderate condition.

Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said the incident was
a terror attack. She said the
man was a Sri Lankan na-
tional who was inspired by
the Islamic State group and
was well known to the na-
tion's security agencies.

Ardern said she had been
personally briefed on the
man in the past but there had
been no legal reason for him
to be detained. "Had he done
something that would have
allowed us to put him into

prison, he would have been
in prison," Ardern said.

The attack unfolded at
about 2:40 p.m. at a Count-
down supermarket in New
Zealand's largest city.

Police Commissioner An-
drew Coster said a police sur-
veillance team and a special-
ist tactics group had followed
the man from his home to the
supermarket.

But while they had grave
ongoing concerns about the
man, they had no particular

reason to think he was plan-
ning an attack on Friday,
Coster said. The man ap-
peared to be going into the
store to do his grocery shop-

ping as he had in the past.
"He entered the store, as he

had done before. He obtained
a knife from within the
store," Coster said. 

AT LEAST 23 PEOPLE DIED IN NEW JERSEY

KABUL: Taliban Political office Deputy Head Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanekzai met with Germany's Ambassador to Afghanistan Marx Putzel
on Friday, reported TOLOnews.
Stanekzai and Putzel discussed the situation in Afghanistan, the
reopening of Kabul Airport and the continuation of German
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan, reported TOLOnews.
The senior Taliban leader also met Turkey's Ambassador to Qatar
Mustafa Goksu on Thursday.

Senior Taliban leader meets German envoy

MOSCOW: Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Friday said
that Moscow is not interested in
the disintegration of Afghanistan
as there will be "no one to talk
to". Putin stressed that many
radical forces are present in
Afghanistan apart from the
Taliban. "Russia is not interested
in disintegration of Afghanistan.
If it happens, there will be no
one to talk to ... The sooner the
Taliban join the so-called family
of civilized peoples, the easier it
will be to communicate, have
influence and ask questions,"
Putin said.

‘Russia not keen on
Af’s disintegration’

(Left) New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern speaks during a press conference in Wellington on Fri-
day. (Right) A police officer standing guard in Auckland after knife attack. -AFP

Women protest seeking their rights
under in Kabul on Friday. -AFP

CANBERRA: Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison on Friday
condemned the terrorist attack in New Zealand and said, "our thoughts
are with all those affected". "Australia condemns the horrific terrorist
attack in Auckland. Our thoughts are with all those affected. We stand
with our Kiwi family in deploring all such violent acts designed to create
fear and divide us. Kia kaha New Zealand," Morrison tweeted.

Australian PM condemns attack

Japan PM Suga
bows out of party
vote, paves way
for new leader

TOKYO: Amid growing criticism
of  his handling of  the
pandemic, Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga said Friday he
won't run for the leadership of
the governing party later this
month, paving the way for a
new Japanese leader after just a
year in office.

Suga told reporters that head-
ing Japan's pandemic response
and campaigning to lead his
governing Liberal Democratic
Party at the same time divided
his energies. "I have decided not
to run for the party leadership
elections, as I would like to fo-
cus on coronavirus measures,"
Suga told reporters who rushed
to his office after the news
broke.

Suga has faced criticism and
nosediving public support over
a coronavirus response seen as
too slow and limited and for
holding the Olympics despite
the public's health concerns. 




